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I.  Purpose:

The purpose of this program is to ensure the safe operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on the Lander University campus, to make all operators aware of the hazards that exist and to prevent any damage or injuries that may occur while operating such vehicles.  
II.   Statement of Policy:

It is the policy of Lander University to provide employees, students and visitors with a safe and healthful environment.  This policy and training guide regulating the usage of golf carts and utility vehicles on the Lander University campus has been created with the intent of insuring a safe working and learning environment.

III. Definition:  The words cart and vehicle will be synonymous with each other in this document.
IV. Policies:

· Operators must possess a valid Drivers License

· All operators must attend safety training specific to the vehicle which they are driving.

· Operators will not exceed 15 MPH in carts.

· Operators shall not use cell phones or other communications devices while driving.

· Operators shall not operate vehicles outside the grounds of Lander University.

· Exception will be University Police, and Facilities Operations maintenance of the Jeff May Complex, Bearcat Village and Cambridge Hall.

· Do not exceed the maximum safe occupancy of the vehicle.
· Do not exceed the recommended load capacity for the vehicle.

· No modifications shall be done without the approval of the manufacturer.

· Golf carts are to be operated during daylight hours only.

· Charging of electric carts and fueling of gas powered carts will be done in a well-ventilated area clear of any ignition sources.

· Carts are to be parked away from heavily traveled pedestrian areas.  No parking on grass or in front of building entrances.

· Pedestrians have the right of way; carts must yield to pedestrians on sidewalks.  If approaching pedestrians reduce speed to ensure no accidents.

· Modifying or tampering with a cart’s governor is strictly prohibited.

V. Responsibilities of Operators:   Supervisors and employees operating carts have specific responsibilities for ensuring that these vehicles are operated in a safe manner pursuant to University guidelines and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s guidelines.

· Departments:  University Departments are responsible for:

· Reporting ownership of golf cart to Financial Affairs and University Police to ensure vehicle is insured and properly registered.

· All repairs and maintenance costs.

· All preventative maintenance and repair records for their carts.

· Keeping all original equipment and safety features in good working order.

· The name of the University department responsible for the cart and a number assigned by the Safety Director will be displayed on the vehicle.

· Employees:  Employees are responsible for:

· Inspecting the vehicle before operating and documenting any problems.

· Attending a safety program prior to operating a cart.

· Operating the cart in a safe manner.

· Reporting any accidents to the Campus Safety Director and his/her direct supervisor immediately.

· Supervisors:  Supervisors are responsible for:

· Ensuring that drivers are licensed and have attended the approved safety training prior to operating the vehicle.

· Submitting employee driver’s licenses to the Safety Director.

· Taking timely corrective action for any employee infractions of this policy.

· Ensure their carts are operating properly, and insuring repairs are made immediately if presenting an unsafe condition.

· Safety Director:  The University Safety Director is responsible for:

· Providing the appropriate training for employees of the University.

· Assisting supervisors with compliance of this policy.

· Procurement of safety devices such as reflective markings and mirrors for these vehicles.

VI. Training:
· Will consist of a power point presentation or safety video concerning the safe usage of golf carts and utility vehicles.

· A hands-on training demonstrating operating and safety features of the vehicle.

· A practical exam by the employee demonstrating the ability to operate the cart.

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE STATUTE FOR GOLF CARTS:

SECTION 56-2-105. Golf cart permit and the operation of a golf cart. [SC ST SEC 56-2-105]

(A) For the purposes of this section, "gated community" means any homeowners' community with at least one access-controlled ingress and egress which includes the presence of a guard house, a mechanical barrier, or another method of controlled conveyance. 

(B) An individual or business owner of a vehicle commonly known as a golf cart may obtain a permit decal and registration from the Department of Motor Vehicles upon presenting proof of ownership and liability insurance for the golf cart and upon payment of a five dollar fee. 

(1) During daylight hours only, a permitted golf cart may be operated within four miles of the address on the registration certificate and only on a secondary highway or street for which the posted speed limit is thirty-five miles an hour or less. 

(2) During daylight hours only, a permitted golf cart may be operated within four miles of a point of ingress and egress to a gated community and only on a secondary highway or street for which the posted speed limit is thirty-five miles an hour or less. 

(3) During daylight hours only, within four miles of the registration holder's address, and while traveling along a secondary highway or street for which the posted speed limit is thirty-five miles an hour or less, a permitted golf cart may cross a highway or street at an intersection where the highway has a posted speed limit of more than thirty-five miles an hour. 

(4) During daylight hours only, a permitted golf cart may be operated along a secondary highway or street for which the posted speed limit is thirty-five miles an hour or less on an island not accessible by a bridge designed for use by automobiles. 

(C) A person operating a permitted golf cart must be at least sixteen years of age and hold a valid driver's license. The operator of a permitted golf cart being operated on a highway or street must have in his possession: 

(1) the registration certificate issued by the department; 

(2) proof of liability insurance for the golf cart; and 

(3) his driver's license. 

(D)(1) A golf cart permit must be replaced with a new permit every five years, or at the time the permit holder changes his address. 

(2) Golf cart owners holding golf cart permits on or before October 1, 2012, will have until September 30, 2015, to obtain a replacement permit. 

(E) A political subdivision may, on designated streets or roads within the political subdivision's jurisdiction, reduce the area in which a permitted golf cart may operate from four miles to no less than two miles. However, a political subdivision may not reduce or otherwise amend the other restrictions placed on the operation of a permitted golf cart contained in this section. 

(F) The provisions of this section that restrict the use of a golf cart to certain streets, certain hours, and certain distances shall not apply to a golf cart used by a public safety agency in connection with the performance of its duties.
